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- ^ WASHINGTON (AP) - Dean 
I Bijrch, new chairman oT the 
I federal Communications Conv 
} Vision, endorsed Friday Vice 
i J^resident Spiro T, Agnew*s 
i^iarges of bias in network tele> 
j J^aion newscasts, calling the 
j Ibriticisms thoughtful and pr6> 
{^(i^ative. 

"Senate Republican leader 
Hugh Scott not only agreed, he 
fkwent Agnew one line better: 
fT think the networks deserve 
a thorough goosing/* 

Sen, Edrard H Kennedy, D- 
Nbsa., said the Agnew speech 
_ was “an attack with die ultt 
^ mate aim of dividing diis coun* 
^ try** on the Issue of the Vietnam 
war. Agnew specifically as- 
sailed the way network analysts 
dealt with President Nixon*s 
^Nov. 3 address to the nation on 
S^etnam policy. Agnew said a 
ilBH^Jority of commentators '*ex^ 

' rsed in one way or another 
hostility to what he had to 

An FCC spokesman an* 
Dounced that Burch personally 
telephoned the chairmen of the 
^three major television networks 


twpdays after the Nixon speech 
and asked for transcrii>ts of the 
commentaries broadcast 
immediately afterward. 

The spokesman said Burch 
had received “a number of com- 
plaints from congressional and 
other sources** about the com- 
mentaries. 

“Vice President Agnew*s 
comments last night on the tele* 
vision industry*s news coverage 
were thoughtful, provocative 
and deserved earful considera- 
tion by the industry and the 
pii>Uc,** said Burch, a former 
RqM>lican national chairman 
named by Nixon to head the 
agency which regulates broad- 
casting. 

The White House said Presi- 
dent Nixon watched on televi- 
sion Thursday night when Ag- 
new discussed the networks and 
news at a regional Republican 
meeting in Des Moines, Iowa. 

Press Secretary Ronald U 
Ziegler said Nixon rarely watch- 
es television but switched on a 
set for the Agnew speech, which 
was carried Live by all three 
major networks. 






™*TTie President has great con- 
fidence in his vice president and 
be supports his vice president in 
^ office,** Ziegler said. 

Ziegler,' half jokingly, is 
Nixon himself has not discussw^ 
news coverage since 1962, wb^ 
he bitterly denounced the ^ 
porting of his losing campatga 
for governor of California. " 

Whilethe FCC does not direeb 
ly supervise the networks, it 
does have regulatory powar be- 
cause of its control over license 
renewal of broadcast stations 
owned by the networks or afitiU- 
ated with them. 

Burch is to appear before the 
Senate communications sub- 
committee on Dec. 1 to testify 
on broadcast license renewal 
procedures; he may be ques- 
tioned then about FCC network 
regulations. ^ 

One target of the AgneW 
tack Was W, Averell Harrlman^^ 
forinmr U.S. negotiator at tb^ 
Paris peace talks on Vietnaiq, 
and Democrats specifically pro 
tested that aspect of the speech. 









